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went to the drawing room, where tea and coffee being served,
music filled up the space till ten, at which hour supper was
served, and at eleven every body retired to their homes,
or if his guests for the night, to their chambers, where
every comfort awaited them.

And here did I, who in London passed my evenings and
nights in theatres, taverns, and brothels, amidst abandoned
profligates of both sexes, and in every species of folly and
intemperance, at least once in every month, and sometimes
oftener, quietly and soberly, as well as rationally, spend
Saturday and Sunday in the society of this worthy and re-
spectable family; with the utmost complacency, and actual
satisfaction to myself, complying with all the customary and
decent forms of the house, regularly attending the whole
family on Sunday, both morning and evening, (of such
force is example, whether good or bad,) to the meeting
house, their place of worship, Mr. Smith being a Dissenter,
and rigid observer of all the forms adopted by that sect.
On the Sabbath therefore we never had the billiard room
opened, nor any amusement except admirable sacred music.

Mr. Smith was very fond of sailing, and had a fast
going little vessel, built from a Dutch model, in which I
took many a cruise with him, he constantly standing at
the helm, with a pipe in his mouth, being a great smoker.
My father, who was by this time but too well acquainted
with my vicious habits, would not give me credit for passing
two days a week in so respectable a family, and so sedate
a manner as I have described, and upon my often assuring
him on my honour that I had been there, and no where else,
would feelingly exclaim how depraved and lost to all sense
of shame I must be to pledge so solemn an affirmation to
what I must be conscious was utterly false. Really mortified
at this doubt of my veracity, though certainly I had given
too much reason to bring it into question, I pettishly
answered:

" If, Sir, no reliance is to be placed on my word why do
you not call at Mr. Smith's and ascertain the truth or false-
hood of what I say ? "